THE
CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

21 Simonston Blvd.
Thornhill, ON L3T 4R6
905-881-1534

Pastor
Rev. Anthony Iacobelli

Deacons: Michael Gennaro
James Shaughnessy

Celebration of The Eucharist
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 12:00 noon
Eucharistic Adoration (First Friday - following the 8:30 am Mass and closing with
Solemn Benediction at 12:00 noon)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Second Sunday of the Month
By appointment only.

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment only - Contact the pastor at least one year in advance.
An approved preparation course is mandatory.

Parish School
St. Michael Catholic Academy 905-889-4816
For more information on Catholic education in our community, or to reach your local school
board trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School Board
at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org
or the York Catholic District School Board 905-713-1211 or www.ycdsb.ca

email: GoodShepherdTH@archtoronto.org website: goodshepherdth.archtoronto.org
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DEC. 10, 2023

| Mass Intentions™ ..

FOR THE WEEK @8

Dec. 12" - Dec. 16™"
Tues. 8:30 a.m. — Palmina lacobelli &

Wed. 8:30 a.m. — Lucia Shen ¥

Thurs. Noon - Winston & Christina Ferguson &
Fri.8:30a.m. —Tak Hing Wong <
Sat. 4:30 p.m. —Esdras & Josephine Mendez

READINGS FOR - Dec. 17*

1 Reading: Isaiah 61.1-2a, 10-11
2" Reading: Thess. 5.16-24
Gospel: John 1.6-8, 19-28
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Christmas Mass Schedule
DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE

REGULAR MASSES AT
9:00 A.M. & 11:00 A.M.
07:00 P.M.
10:00 P.M.
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY
09:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
DECEMBER 31ST NEW YEAR'’S EVE
REGULAR MASSES AT
9:00 AM. & 11:00 A.M.
04:30 P.M.
JANUARY 1ST NEW YEAR’S DAY
09:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
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lﬁ 'n: DAY OF CONFESSION
Father Anthony will be available for

confessions on: Tuesday December 19
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m. t0 9:00 p.m.

THE WORD THIS WEEK

“Prepare the way of the Lord...”
"The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God." In twelve words St. Mark sums up the
initiation of the greatest event that ever occurred in our
human history, an event whose culmination would be
not on earth but in heaven. God fulfilled the plan he
had for us when creation began. He raised us up to
the dignity of divine sonship by the Incarnation. The
eternal Son of God "humbled himself* and joined our
human nature to his divinity, thus making us his
brothers and sisters capable of sharing with him the
eternal kingdom of his Father. Mark's story was, in
fact, the greatest "good news" that man had ever
received on earth. It is still the greatest, most
astounding and, at the same time, most consoling new
for us today. Let each one of us ask himself today: am
| for Christ or against him? Am | on the road to heaven
or am | facing in the opposite direction?
We hear about the coming “Day of Christ”, and meet
the character of John the Baptist. Just as once before
he “prepared the way” for the coming of Christ, so
today he does the same for us. Our hearts should be
open to his voice, as he calls us to repentance and
asks us to make the way straight for the coming of
our Lord.
For some of us, that might mean committing more
time to prayer each day, even in the midst of the
December hustle and bustle. Perhaps for others it
means giving the gift of presence to someone who is
lonely or housebound in this festive season. Maybe it
is even something as simple as making a conscious
effort to treat the harried cashier with courtesy and
respect. In today’s celebration, prophetic voices
reach out to us across the centuries. As we continue
or Advent journey, may we have ears to hear their
words and hearts to heed their call.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS
COLLECTION
FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE
: The Knights of Columbus will be
collecting grocery store gift cards after each
Mass until December 17". For those who are
not able to purchase gift cards your cash
donation will be accepted. We kindly ask for
$25.00 denomination. As we prepare for the
coming of our Saviour, let us keep in mind those
who are less fortunate and need our assistance
through the holidays. Please place your cards
or donation into the gift card basket at the
back of the church that will be attended by a
member of the Knights. You can still donate
gift cards even if you did not pick up a tag.

PROTEIN FOR THE POOR  WJINGEpH
During Advent, the Knights of
Columbus will be accepting
donations with their annual ~
‘PROTEIN FOR THE POOR.” %M”O“Pbo
Donations will go to the Good Shepherd Centre
which provides food, clothing, and shelter for
many of Toronto’s homeless men. Please help
alleviate their suffering.

A SPECIAL GIFT
FOR OUR
PARISHIONERS
“FORMED”

We are extending this gift of
FORMED to our entire parish as a gift of thanks and
gratitude. With award-winning studies and parish
programs, inspiring audio content, movies, e-books,
and family-friendly kids’ programming, there is
something for everyone on FORMED. To register for
your free account and claim our gift to you:

1. Visit sighup.formed.org

2. Enter Good Shepherd Parish

3. Enter your name and email

We pray that this gift will bless you!

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 2024
Please remember to pick up your box
of envelopes. If you have not been
assigned envelopes and wish to use them, please
complete a request form in the foyer.

CASSEROLE COLLECTION
Frozen casseroles will be collected before ‘ )
each Mass next weekend (Dec.16&17). GOOD SHEPHERD
Heartfelt thanks to those who have

faithfully supported this program.

1 CWL ANNUAL WINE & CHEESE
e CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

DECEMBER 11"
Ladies of the CWL are invited to our annual
Wine & Cheese Christmas Social (Meeting) on Monday,
December 11", beginning with Mass at 7:00 pm. We
request that everyone bring a $10 gift card (Walmart, Tim
Hortons, Shoppers Drug Mart) for the women in the St.
Clare Women'’s Shelter.

POINSETTIAS

Orders will be ready for pick-up this
weekend after each Mass.

4284737 284736 284177
326948 327054 327051
326954 326938 327063

USED POSTAGE STAMPS
FOR THE
LEPROSY MISSION OF
CANADA

Effect Hope (The Leprosy Mission of
Canada) is working towards global eradication of Leprosy.
During the months of December and January, we are collecting
used postage stamps, especially Christmas and international.
The Leprosy Mission of Canada sells these stamps to collectors,
using the monies collected for education, medicine and
research. Please trim the stamps, leaving no less than %” and
no more than %” border. Deposit stamps in the bin on the
welcome table in the foyer. Donation of stamp collections, first
day covers or stamp sets are also very much appreciated.
Thank you.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Catherine Ger
Parishioner
416.904.7949

*ask for parishioner special
www.tdhgridngraphic.com
Design « KangenWater® « Wellness

416-494-8439
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- Dr. Ricky Leung
Dentistry

Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on Steeles/Hwy 404)

Taxes, Accounting &
Financial Planning
J. Liwanpo, C.A., CFP

www.liwanpo.com

207-2900 Steeles Ave. E.

ARNER4S8 Coangs Your ite™ 905-881-3434 905-881-6257
REMBX  &mx
Atrium Hor‘ne Realty Brokerage Y CLIFFWOOD
Alana Papeo, Broker PHARMACY

CWL Past President
416-230-7127
apapeo@rogers.com
"A house is made with walls & beams;

a home is built with love & dreams"
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Call 905-624-4422 for this space

15% Seniors Discount
Where Applicable
FREE DELIVERY
3885 Don Mills Road
416-494-3770

ABARQUEZ GROUP INC.
TEL: 905-707-5545
FAX: 905-707-0756

www.abarquezgroup.com

A Company Specializing in:
Wealth Conservation Retirement Planning
Personal Insurance Planning Benefits Planning
"If you plan where you are going,

you will likely get there."

YAufo
FIENCS

"The Feel Good Difference"
Great, Honest & Courteous Service for 39 years
5% discount to parishioners +
5% donation to Good Shepherd
Pat & Teri Patton - Parishioners

50 Don Park Rd., #1 905-477-7470
At Woodbine & Denison
(behind Swiss Chalet Plaza)

Experience Inspired
Senior Living

Book Your Tour Today!
(905) 738-0905

%UR%U\IQ%‘

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

1500 Steeles Ave. W.,
Thornhill, ON L4J 4H6
FourElmsRetirement.com

TR|V|S'|'A God is love,
RENOVATIONS In( and he who abides in love
Quality Home Improvements abdes n G,

Kitchens, Bathrooms, | and God abides in him.
Basements & more
647-299-2896 o Tree@\fclley

,905,'479'4581, Garden Centre Lid.

Domenic@trivistarenovations.com| 4431 Stouttville Rl
(W. of McCowan)

AllWork Fully Guaranteed!

treevalley.ca 905-640-2020

HEARING CLINIC

Better quality, better service, better price

|BETTER

A\

Your hearing is our priority

Shops on Yonge
7181 Yonge St. #123 Thornhill

905-597-2299

3921 Don Mills Rd
416-492-3323

www.FlowersOfThe Valley.ca

COMPLETE TIRE & AUTO CENTRE
Free lifetime tire rotation (with tire purchase).
Free brake & shock inspections.

30 day satisfaction guarantee
2900 Steeles Ave (at Don Mills)

905-882-6194

LCATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

&l
3 In keeping with your Catholic faith
" |' www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

2\ Highland Funeral Home

Markham Chapel

by Arbor Memorial

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Because family matters!
905-887-8600

highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham
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