THE
CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

21 Simonston Blvd.
Thornhill, ON L3T 4R6
905-881-1534

Pastor
Rev. Anthony lacobelli

Deacons: Michael Gennaro
James Shaughnessy

Celebration of The Eucharist
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 12:00 noon
Eucharistic Adoration (First Friday - following the 8:30 am Mass and closing with
Solemn Benediction at 12:00 noon)

Sacrament of Reconciliation Sacrament of Baptism
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Second Sunday of the Month
Or by appointment. By appointment only.

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment only - Contact the pastor at least one year in advance.
An approved preparation course is mandatory.

Parish School
St. Michael Catholic Academy 905-889-4816
For more information on Catholic education in our community, or to reach your local school
board trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School Board
at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org
or the York Catholic District School Board 905-713-1211 or www.ycdsb.ca

email: GoodShepherdTH@archtoronto.org  website: goodshepherdth.archtoronto.org
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DEC. 24, 2023

| Mass Intentions'

FOR THE WEEK €

Dec. 26" - Dec. 30"

Tues. 8:30 a.m. — Msgr. John Weber &
Wed. 8:30 a.m. — Mary Cassar

Thurs. Noon - Teresa Young Chung

Fri.8:30a.m. —Tak Hing Wong %
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Sat. 4:30 p.m. — Mary D’Souza %
A o
e + %,
oM

Ny 4{ i
b.4-d0.28010

Christmas Mass Schedule
DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE
REGULAR MASSES AT
9:00 AM. &11:00 A.M.
07:00 P.M.

10:00 P.M.
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY
09:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
DECEMBER 31ST NEW YEAR’S EVE
REGULAR MASSES AT
9:00 AM. &11:00 A.M.
04:30 P.M.
JANUARY 1ST NEW YEAR’S DAY
09:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.

T e

READINGS FOR - Dec. 31*
15t Reading: Sirach 3.2-6, 12-14
2" Reading: Colossians 3.12-21
Gospel: Luke 2.22-40

THE WORD THIS WEEK

“Do no be afraid, Mary, you have found

favour with God.”
At the moment our Lady said: "be it done to me
according to thy word" the most stupendous event
happened. The Son of God took on human nature in
the womb of the Blessed Virgin. One can only
imagine how Mary felt receiving this knowledge. The
Angel Gabriel reveals to her that she will bear a son
who will be both Son of God and Son of David, the
promised Messiah.
If God had created a very special child, and made
him into an outstanding saint, so that he could
intercede with God for us, this would be a great act of
love for us on God's part. Or, if he had sent an angel
from heaven in human form, to teach us all about
God and to help us to lead holy lives, this would
deserve our deepest gratitude. But neither a saintly
man nor a holy angel could do for us all that God
wanted. No man or angel could make us adopted
sons of God and heirs of heaven. It was necessary,
in God's plan for us, that his divine Son should
become man, should share our humanity so that we
could share his divinity.
Today is a suitable occasion to look right into our
hearts, to see how we stand with God. During the
week we shall be keeping the feast of Christmas.
The Baby in the manger will remind us of what God
has done and is still doing for us. What are we
doing in return? Have we shown our gratitude by
living as true followers of Christ? If most of us must
answer: "no," this is the time to change our course
and return to the right road once more. God is
asking this of us today. Shall our answer be:
"behold here | am Lord, your humble and grateful
servant, let it be done to me according to your
word"?
As we await the birth of our Lord, we are invited to
quiet our hearts and listen, as Mary did, for God’s
voice in our daily lives. Let us walk in her footsteps
and be surprised by the ways of God.
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Christmas season
brings with it a
time of reflection,
joy and profound
gratitude. Today 1
am simply writing
to say thank you.
You are such an amazing congregation
and it is such a blessing to be your pastor.
I am continually blown away by your
compassion, generosity and willingness to
serve. I can only hope that I have inspired
all of you as much as you have inspired
me. You make this great place possible.
In this season of Advent, we are
reminded of the greatest gift ever given
- the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is
a time to celebrate the hope, peace, love
and joy that comes from God.

On behalf of Deacon’s Michael and
James and Ornella, I wish each of you a
Blessed and Joyous Christmas and New
Year! Please be assured of my prayers for
your intentions and a remembrance at
Holy Mass.

Have a great Christmas with all your
family and friends! God Bless You!

Father Anthovvy

Pastor’s

Christmas

Message

A SPECIAL GIFT FOR
OUR PARISHIONERS
“FORMED”

We are extending this gift of
FORMED to our entire parish as a
gift of thanks and gratitude. With award-winning
studies and parish programs, inspiring audio
content, movies, e-books, and family-friendly kids’
programming, there is something for everyone on
FORMED. To register for your free account and claim
our gift to you:

1. Visit signup.formed.org

2. Enter Good Shepherd Parish

3. Enter your name and email

We pray that this gift will bless you!
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Celebration of Marriage Mass with
Archbishop Francis Leo
Sunday, February 11, 2024
03:00 PM - 04:30 PM
St. Michael’s Cathedral Basilica (65 Bond Street)
As part of Marriage Sunday 2024 celebrations,
Archbishop Francis Leo will preside at a special Mass to
honour married couples, with special recognition for those
celebrating 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th and 60+ wedding
anniversaries in 2024. All married couples will have an
opportunity to renew their marriage commitment during
the Mass. All are welcome to attend. Couples celebrating
25th, 40th, 50th, 60th or 60+ anniversaries in 2024 may
register for reserved seating. Reserved seating is limited,
so please register early. All other seating is on a first-
come, first-served basis. Those who are unable to attend
at the Cathedral are invited to join the celebration via
livestream Mass.
Registration and other important information can be found
at www.archtoronto.org/marriage.
CONTACT: formation@archtoronto.org
ext. 523

416-934-3400

USED POSTAGE
STAMPS
FOR THE
LEPROSY MISSION OF

CANADA

Effect Hope (The Leprosy Mission of Canada) is working
towards global eradication of Leprosy. During the months of
December and January, we are collecting used postage stamps,
especially Christmas and international. The Leprosy Mission of
Canada sells these stamps to collectors, using the monies
collected for education, medicine and research. Please trim the
stamps, leaving no less than %” and no more than %” border.
Deposit stamps in the bin on the welcome table in the foyer.
Donation of stamp collections, first day covers or stamp sets
are also very much appreciated. Thank you.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Thank you to everyone who donated
gift cards, frozen casseroles and cash
for “Protein for the Poor.” The
support and generosity provided by
our parishioner’s effect and assist so many in need during
these difficult and challenging times. Blessings to you all.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Catherine Ger
Parishioner
416.904.7949

*ask for parishioner special
www.tdhgridngraphic.com
Design « KangenWater® « Wellness

416-494-8439
For Eetler_"' mngevuu*:aft;esrm

%ﬂ@gﬁwﬁ

=11 ANDSCAPING SERVICES inc.

\

o)
»

L) £
— 7
- N Y
-._/\. |
\ O/

LA

e

C

- Dr. Ricky Leung
Dentistry

Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on Steeles/Hwy 404)

Taxes, Accounting &
Financial Planning
J. Liwanpo, C.A., CFP

www.liwanpo.com

207-2900 Steeles Ave. E.

ARNER4S8 Coangs Your ite™ 905-881-3434 905-881-6257
REMBX  &mx
Atrium Hor‘ne Realty Brokerage Y CLIFFWOOD
Alana Papeo, Broker PHARMACY

CWL Past President
416-230-7127
apapeo@rogers.com
"A house is made with walls & beams;

a home is built with love & dreams"
Ralph Waldo Emerson

Call 905-624-4422 for this space

15% Seniors Discount
Where Applicable
FREE DELIVERY
3885 Don Mills Road
416-494-3770

ABARQUEZ GROUP INC.
TEL: 905-707-5545
FAX: 905-707-0756

www.abarquezgroup.com

A Company Specializing in:
Wealth Conservation Retirement Planning
Personal Insurance Planning Benefits Planning
"If you plan where you are going,

you will likely get there."

YAufo
FIENCS

"The Feel Good Difference"
Great, Honest & Courteous Service for 39 years
5% discount to parishioners +
5% donation to Good Shepherd
Pat & Teri Patton - Parishioners

50 Don Park Rd., #1 905-477-7470
At Woodbine & Denison
(behind Swiss Chalet Plaza)

Experience Inspired
Senior Living

Book Your Tour Today!
(905) 738-0905

%UR%U\IQ%‘

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

1500 Steeles Ave. W.,
Thornhill, ON L4J 4H6
FourElmsRetirement.com

TR|V|S'|'A God is love,
RENOVATIONS In( and he who abides in love
Quality Home Improvements abdes n G,

Kitchens, Bathrooms, | and God abides in him.
Basements & more
647-299-2896 o Tree@\fclley

,905,'479'4581, Garden Centre Lid.

Domenic@trivistarenovations.com| 4431 Stouttville Rl
(W. of McCowan)

AllWork Fully Guaranteed!

treevalley.ca 905-640-2020

HEARING CLINIC

Better quality, better service, better price

|BETTER

A\

Your hearing is our priority

Shops on Yonge
7181 Yonge St. #123 Thornhill

905-597-2299

3921 Don Mills Rd
416-492-3323

www.FlowersOfThe Valley.ca

COMPLETE TIRE & AUTO CENTRE
Free lifetime tire rotation (with tire purchase).
Free brake & shock inspections.

30 day satisfaction guarantee
2900 Steeles Ave (at Don Mills)

905-882-6194

LCATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

&l
3 In keeping with your Catholic faith
" |' www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

2\ Highland Funeral Home

Markham Chapel

by Arbor Memorial

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Because family matters!
905-887-8600

highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham

49





