THE
CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

21 Simonston Blvd.
Thornhill, ON L3T 4R6
905-881-1534

Pastor
Rev. Anthony Iacobelli

Deacons: Michael Gennaro
James Shaughnessy

Celebration of The Eucharist
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 12:00 noon
Eucharistic Adoration (First Friday - following the 8:30 am Mass and closing with
Solemn Benediction at 12:00 noon)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Second Sunday of the Month
By appointment only.

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment only - Contact the pastor at least one year in advance.
An approved preparation course is mandatory.

Parish School
St. Michael Catholic Academy 905-889-4816
For more information on Catholic education in our community, or to reach your local school
board trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School Board
at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org
or the York Catholic District School Board 905-713-1211 or www.ycdsb.ca

email: GoodShepherdTH@archtoronto.org website: goodshepherdth.archtoronto.org
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DEC. 01, 2024

| Mass Intentions'

FOR THE WEEK €
Dec. 3"~ Dec. 7™"
Tues. 8:30 a.m. — Kevin Yung Sp. Int.
Wed. 8:30 a.m. - Tak Hing Wong ¢
Thurs. Noon - Manuel D’Souza ¥

Fri. 8:30 a.m. - Francis Kwong ¥
Sat. 4:30 p.m. — Mary D’Souza — Sp. Int.

READINGS FOR - Dec. 8"
1* Reading: Jeremiah 33.14-16 \
2" Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3.12-4.2

Gospel: Luke 21.25-287, 34-36

ADVENT TAIZE PRAYER SERVICE
Tuesday December 3"
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 pm.

As we prepare for Advent, join us to

pray, read scripture, sing and -
meditate in silence and God’'s
presence that welcomes deeper hope and healing.
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CHRISTMAS GIFT CARDS

COLLECTION

FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE

The Knights of Columbus will be collecting grocery
store gift cards after each Mass until December
15". For those who are not able to purchase gift
cards your cash donation will be accepted. We
kindly ask for $25.00 denomination. As we
prepare for the coming of our Saviour, let us keep
in mind those who are less fortunate and need our
assistance through the holidays. Please place
your cards or donation into the gift card basket
at the back of the church that will be attended
by amember of the Knights. You can still donate
gift cards even if you did not pick up a tag.

THE WORD THIS WEEK

“Be alert at all times, praying ... to escape all

these things ... and to stand before

the Son of Man.”

Today we begin the new liturgical year. We will
spend the year, like every liturgical year, following
the life of Jesus from the time of John the
Baptist’'s preaching to the great salvific events of
Jesus’ Passion, death, Resurrection, Ascension
and giving of the Holy Spirit. Each liturgical
season helps us meditate upon and pray over the
life of Jesus, whom we strive to imitate as
disciples.
Today’s Gospel paints a frightening picture of
huge natural calamities heralding the end. We
pray not to have to live through such events.
Similarly, as Advent progresses, we will hear the
call of John the Baptist to repent and amend our
ways. Being honest with our sinfulness in the
face of such preaching can be depressing.
But do not stop at the frightening side of these
modes of preparing ourselves. Realize that we
are being called to look beyond them to see the
light, the beauty of God’s promise. “Now when
these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.” Our Redeemer is coming; indeed,
he is in our midst. Regardless of what we must
go through, whether it be disaster or the slavery
of sin, our merciful and loving God is waiting to
wrap warm and tender arms around us, the in-
God’s-only-Son Beloved.
What better occasion could we have for taking a
serious, sincere look at ourselves and at our
attitude to life and the things of this life, than this
Advent period. If we can welcome the humble
Babe of Bethlehem at Christmas with a sincere
and open heart—a heart grateful for all the gifts
already given us, and sorrowful for all the
meanness and thanklessness we have shown in
the past, we can trust and hope that the second
and glorious coming of Christ will not be for us a
catastrophe but rather the culmination of all our
dearest hopes and desires—the beginning of a
never-ending Christmas of happiness and joy.



The ladies of the CWL are most grateful
to all of our parishioners who so
generously supported our Christmas
@ Bazaar. It was very successful in so
many ways but most
especially that we had the
opportunity to spend time
together. All proceeds will go
to charities that the CWL is
actively involved with. We
extend our blessings for a
peaceful and joyous Christmas.

Thank You!

FOR YOUR SUPPORT

A SPECIAL GIFT FOR
OUR PARISHIONERS
“FORMED”

We are extending this gift of
FORMED to our entire parish as
a gift of thanks and gratitude.
With award-winning studies and parish programs,
inspiring audio content, movies, e-books, and
family-friendly kids’ programming, there is
something for everyone on FORMED. To register
for your free account and claim our gift to you:

1. Visit signup.formed.org

2. Enter Good Shepherd Parish

3. Enter your name and email

MILK BAG COLLECTION Mu_K/
The CWL is on a mission and needs Mg
your help to collect outer milk bags.

These bags will be woven together by  me—
Luke 4:18 Committee at St. Monica Catholic School to
create sleeping mats and pillows. Once completed
they will be delivered to Dr. Simone’s warehouse
(Canadian Food for Children-CFFC) in Mississauga
and distributed to the world’s most impoverished
communities. By reusing mild bags, you play a vital role
in reducing environmental waste while also providing
essential protection against moisture, bugs, lice, insects
and snakes for those in need. Each mat requires 300
to 500 milk bags and sleeps five people. Let's work
together to make a difference! Please remember to
WASH, DRY AND FLATTEN the milk bags before
placing them in the bin the foyer. Your contribution
matters. Thank you for your support.

CWL CHRISTMAS
BAKE SALE

DECEMBER 7thand 8" 1
Please join us in the hall for some
delicious Christmas goodies. We would

appreciate donations of baked goods too. Please
drop off your baked goods after 3:00 p.m. on
Saturday, December 7™ or before all Masses on
Sunday, December 8". Please list your
ingredients for those who may have food
allergies/gluten & dairy sensitivities. The
proceeds are donated to the many charities the
CWL supports. Thank you.

FLOWERS FOR
CHRISTMAS
COLLECTION

THIS WEEKEND

’.::‘ .

Your donation is appreciated
as we prepare for the Christmas season.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES 2025

Boxed sets for 2025 envelopes are
ready for distribution. If you are not
currently using parish envelopes and
wish to have a set, please complete a form.
Some parishioners have been assigned a new
number. Please do not use 2025 envelopes until
the New Year and kindly ask please DO NOT use
envelopes from previous years. This will ensure
that tax receipts are accurate. You may wish to
consider pre-authorized giving. To make changes
to personal information, please inform the office to
update your records in writing.

. TORONTO SERRA CLUBS
= “Be on guard so that your hearts
::._e 3 -y #>/ are not weighed down with
*%;MW’ dissipation and drunkenness and

the worries of this life.” Are worldly
cares dragging you down? Be a follower of the
Master. If God is calling you to be a priest,
religious or deacon, contact Fr. Matt McCarthy,
Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Toronto at
416-968-0997.

Email: vocations@archtoronto.org



Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Catherine Ger 416.904.7949
<parishioner & decoratoer>

www.ldhgridngraphic.com
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Design 11 ANDSCAPING SERVICES inc.

Gifts
sPartner of Change for Bc:ur‘ For Battar T 30

<Canada Not-for-Profit Corporatien>

KangenWater

Wellness

416-494-8439

A

Dr. Ricky Leung
Dentistry
L,AJ Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on Steeles/Hwy 404)

905-881-3434

Taxes, Accounting &
Financial Planning
J. Liwanpo, C.A., CFP
www.liwanpo.com

207-2900 Steeles Ave. E.
905-881-6257

REMEX

Atrium Home Realty Brokerage
Alana Papeo, Broker
CWL Past President
416-230-7127 apapeo@rogers.com

"A house is made with walls & beams; a home is
built with love & dreams" Ralph Waldo Emerson
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k4 ccsyr
\ Reaching out to all

Catholic Community Services of York Region

CLIFFWOOD
PHARMACY

15% Seniors Discount
Where Applicable

FREE DELIVERY

@ Counselling

ABARQUEZ GROUP INC.
TEL: 905-707-5545
FAX: 905-707-0756

www.abarquezgroup.com

A Company Specializing in:
Wealth Conservation Retirement Planning

Personal Insurance Planning Benefits Planning

"If you plan where you are going,
you will likely get there."

@ Autism Services
@ Employment Services

3885 Don Mills Road
416-494-3770

& Settlement Services

@ Asylum/Refugee Support
€ Community Engagement

God is love,

Find us in local libraries, schools,
welcome centres and online
@@ E: @ccsyrorg
Phone: 905-770-7040 | Toll Free: 1-800-263-2075 | Fax: 905-770-7064
ccsyr.org | ccsyr@ccsyr.org

and he who abides in love

abides in God,
and God abides in him.

THEPERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

Experience Inspired
Senior Living

Book Your Tour Today!
(905) 738-0905

1500 Steeles Ave. W.,
Thornhill, ON L4J 4H6
FourElmsRetirement.com

TRIVISTA A

Tree [l Vall
M RENOVATIONS Inc.|carden Centro .
Quality Home Improvements | 4431 Stouffville R,
. (W. of McCowan)
Kitchens, Bathrooms, ~ |eevalley.ca 905-640-2020
Basements & more
647-299-2896 or
905-479-4581

Domenic@trivistarenovations.com
Al Work Fully Guaranteeq!

BETTER
HEARING CLINIC

Better quality, better service, better price

7’ '\

Your hearing is our priority

Shops on Yonge
7181 Yonge St. #123 Thornhill

905-597-2299

3921 Don Mills Rd
416-492-3323
www.FlowersOfThe Valley.ca

COMPLETE TIRE & AUTO CENTRE
Free lifetime tire rotation (with tire purchase).
Free brake & shock inspections.
30day satisfaction guarantee

2900 Steeles Ave (at Don Mills) 905-882-6194

LCATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

4
H In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

Highland Funeral Home

1/ Markham Chapel

by Arbor Memorial

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Because family matters!
905-887-8600

highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham
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