THE
CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

21 Simonston Blvd.
Thornhill, ON L3T 4R6
905-881-1534

Pastor
Rev. Anthony Iacobelli

Deacons: Michael Gennaro
James Shaughnessy

Celebration of The Eucharist
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 12:00 noon
Eucharistic Adoration (First Friday - following the 8:30 am Mass and closing with
Solemn Benediction at 12:00 noon)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Second Sunday of the Month
By appointment only.

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment only - Contact the pastor at least one year in advance.
An approved preparation course is mandatory.

Parish School
St. Michael Catholic Academy 905-889-4816
For more information on Catholic education in our community, or to reach your local school
board trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School Board
at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org
or the York Catholic District School Board 905-713-1211 or www.ycdsb.ca

email: GoodShepherdTH@archtoronto.org website: goodshepherdth.archtoronto.org
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT — DEC. 15, 2024

|Mass Intentions™
FOR THE WEEK ¢Sl
Dec. 17" - Dec. 21%
Tues. 8:30 a.m. — All Faithful Departed %
Wed. 8:30 a.m. - Protection of the Unborn
Thurs. Noon - Lily Chung
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - Flory Chan %
Sat. 4:30 p.m.—S. & J. Lee Family Sp. Int.
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READINGS FOR - Dec. 22™
1* Reading: Micah 5.2-5a

2" Reading: Hebrews 10.5-10
Gospel: Luke 1.39-45
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Christmas Mass Schedule
DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE
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07:00 P.M.
10:00 P.M.
DECEMBER 25TH CHRISTMAS DAY
09:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
DECEMBER 31ST NEW YEAR'’S EVE
04:30 P.M.
JANUARY 1ST NEW YEAR’S DAY
09:00 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
r FIRST COMMUNION 2025
B ~ Gentle reminder that
E '%,,E}f& registrations for children
" receiving their First

Communion are to be submitted by
January 31, 2025. Please drop off
registrations at the parish office.

THE WORD THIS WEEK

“John proclaimed the good news to

the people.”
This Sunday is called “Gaudete” Sunday —
“Rejoice Sunday”. This comes from the readings
we hear today, and it underlines an important point.
In the Gospel, we hear John the Baptist telling
different groups what to do - they must repent, and
change their lives. We might think of this as a rather
joyless thing - something which is hard and
unrewarding. And yet there are three causes of
rejoicing here that can transform our lives.
The first is the stirring of desire for a holy life from
such unlikely characters as tax collectors, soldiers
and well, ordinary people. The second is their
humble, courageous and fearsome question:
“What should we do?” They so longed for the
forgiveness of their sins that wealth, power and
position faced away before the promise of a clean
heart. John’s response — his good news — was
within their reach: act fairly and honestly. Butthe
greatest cause for rejoicing is the glimpse John
gave of the Savior coming to baptize with the Holy
Spirit and fire: a baptism of holiness beyond their
comprehension and beyond his own grace.
As we approach the Advent of our Lord into the
very marrow of hour humanity, washing away our
sins and promising a baptism into his divinity, let
us ask, “What must | do, to open my heart to this
grace today?”

Today is known as Gaudete Sunday. The
term Gaudete refers to the first word of
the Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice". Rose
vestments are worn to emphasize our joy
that Christmas is near, and we also light
the rose candle on our Advent wreath.
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A SPECIAL GIFT FOR
OUR PARISHIONERS

“FORMED”

We are extending this gift of
FORMED to our entire parish as a gift of thanks
and gratitude. With award-winning studies and
parish programs, inspiring audio content, movies,
e-books, and family-friendly kids’ programming,
there is something for everyone on FORMED. To
register for your free account and claim our gift to
you:

1. Visit signup.formed.org

2. Enter Good Shepherd Parish

3. Enter your name and email

CHRISTMAS GIFT

. CARDS COLLECTION

FOR THE LESS FORTUNATE
The Knights of Columbus will be
collecting grocery store gift cards after each
Mass until December 15™. For those who are not
able to purchase gift cards your cash donation will
be accepted. We kindly ask for $25.00
denomination. As we prepare for the coming of
our Saviour, let us keep in mind those who are less
fortunate and need our assistance through the
holidays. Please place your cards or donation
into the gift card basket at the back of the
church that will be attended by a member of
the Knights. You can still donate gift cards even if
you did not pick up a tag.

PROTEIN FOR THE

POOR

During Advent, the Knights of
Columbus will be accepting
donations with their annual
“PROTEIN FOR THE POOR.” Donations will go to
the Good Shepherd Centre which provides food,
clothing and shelter for many of Toronto’'s
homeless men. Please help alleviate their
suffering.
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C.W.L 2025 Youth Awards Wi,

A

Program (v £

The Catholic Women's League "J’gggf
Youth Awards Program is a }

combination of contests which are ¥ '
intended to support Catholic youth ’
to hone their skills in becoming people of faith
dedicated to following in the footsteps of Christ to
serve God and Canada. These contests are good
confidence builders for the students and an
opportunity for them to share their views and values
on important Catholic teachings.

For the Education component of Catholic Women'’s
League of Canada Education and Health Committee,
one of the educational based projects that continue to
be a major focus across the Toronto Diocese, the
program is comprised for Gr. 7 to 12 of the following
contests:

Mary Matthews Public Speaking Gr.7 & 8
Mary Dobell Pro-Life Essay & Poetry Gr. 7 to 12
Jean McCann Youth Service Award age 15to 18
St. Michael's College Scholarship Gr. 12
(females only) due May 31, 2025

All contests' registration forms (except St. Michael’s
College Scholarship) must be received by Friday,
Jan. 17, 2025. Good Shepherd Parish Mary
Matthews Public Speaking will be held on Sunday,
Jan. 26, 2025 at 1:30 pm in the Church Hall. For each
contest package and any further questions, please e-
mail parish contact,

Catherine Ger at catherine.ger@outlook.com.

May our Lady of Good Counsel guide us in all that
we do.

POINSETTIAS

Your orders will be available for
pick up this weekend (14"/15")
after all Masses.

PRE-AUTHORIZED GIVING

Pre-Authorized is a way to give to our
parish even if you cannot make it to
church regularly. Especially during
the winter months, you are still able to
keep up your contributions when you cannot attend in
person. Information and Authorization forms are
available in the foyer of the church.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
Please remember to pick up your box
of envelopes. If you have not been
assigned envelopes and wish to do so,
please complete a request form.




Liturgical Publications 3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Catherine Ger 416.904.7949 - Dr. Ricky Leung Taxes, Accounting &
<parishioner & decorator> . ) — (. -(3_7-‘11‘ \ ( 4 - . .
www.tdhgridngraphiccom E}MMSKTY SN Y Dentistry Fmanual Planning
Design  KangenWater e ANDSCAPING SERVICES inc. J Trust us with your smile J. Llwan_PO, C.A., CFP
Gifts  Wellness Lé’; o Stecles Ave. . Suite 201 www.liwanpo.com
N @’5‘-‘"-5@5‘ 416-494-8439 (2nd Floor Shops on Steeles/Hwy 404) 207-2900 Steeles Ave. E.

<Canada Not-for-Profit Corporatien> 905_88 1_3434 905_881_6257
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Atrium Home Realty Brokerage RE//MPX > CCSYR g::::;mgge
Alana Papeo, B_rOker Reaching out to all 15% Seniors Discount
CWL Past President holic O ; - £ York Reci Where Applicable
416-230-7127 apapeo@rogers.com Catholic Community Services of York Region FREE DELIVERY
"A house is made with walls & beams; a home is 3885 Don Mills Road

built with love & dreams" Ralph Waldo Emerson @ Counselling @ Settlement Services 416-494-3770
@ Autism Services @ Asylum/Refugee Support .
ABARQUEZ GROUP INC. @Employment Services GCommunity Engagement Eﬂd IS ||]VE,
TEL: 905-707-5545 ' '
FAX: 905-707-0756 Find us in local libraries, schools, H"d hE Whl] ﬂhldES In |DVE
: welcome centres and online h.d . E d
www.abarquezgroup.com @OBBA: eccsyrorg dDIdes In boa,
Phone: 905-770-7040 | Toll Free: 1-800-263-2075 | Fax: 905-770-7064 . . .
cesyrong | ccsyraccsyrong and God abides in him.

A Company Specializing in:
Wealth Conservation Retirement Planning
Personal Insurance Planning Benefits Planning

TRI-VISTA @
M RENOVATIONS InC.|orcion contr i

s 4 ¥ Quality Home Improvements | 4431 Stouffville Ra.
- (W. of McCowan)

Kitchens, Bathrooms,  |eevaliey.ca 905-640-2020

"If you plan where you are going,
you will likely get there."

Basements & more

A INSIDART 647-299-2896 o
LTESWTTT | - BATHROOM Experience Inspired .905_'479'4581_
« KITCHEN Senior Living Domenic@trivistarenovations.com
« BASEMENT RENOVATIONS
« HANDYMAN SERVICES ( Book Your Tour Today! Al Work FU”J/ Guaranteed!
(905) 738-0905

BETTER
THE PERFECT SPOT o iyise |HEARING cunic 2N

RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

Your hearing is our priority
1500 Steeles Ave. W.,
TO ADVERTISE vour BusiNgss | | 1500 Steeles ave. w, rops on Yonge

FourElmsRetirement.com 7181 Yonge St. #123 Thomhill
s sewon v wr () 005-597-2299

- ®
Active Green-Ross
COMPLETE TIRE & AUTO CENTRE

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL 39%‘:%(1 e e e ke & enock et rchasek

905-624-4422 416-492-3323 30 day satisfaction guarantee
www.FlowersOfThe Valley.ca| 2900 Steeles Ave (at Don Mills) 905-882-6194

ﬂ LCATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

* - —y Highland Funeral Home ' |
In keeping Wltl.'l your Cat!wllc faith | Markham Chapel Because famlly matters
www.catholic-cemeteries.com by Arbor Memorial 905-887-8600
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home |EEttEuEElE highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham
905-889-7467
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