THE
CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

21 Simonston Blvd.
Thornhill, ON L3T 4R6
905-881-1534

Pastor
Rev. Anthony Iacobelli

Deacons: Michael Gennaro
James Shaughnessy

Celebration of The Eucharist
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 12:00 noon
Eucharistic Adoration (First Friday - following the 8:30 am Mass and closing with
Solemn Benediction at 12:00 noon)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Second Sunday of the Month
By appointment only.

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment only - Contact the pastor at least one year in advance.
An approved preparation course is mandatory.

Parish School
St. Michael Catholic Academy 905-889-4816
For more information on Catholic education in our community, or to reach your local school
board trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School Board
at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org
or the York Catholic District School Board 905-713-1211 or www.ycdsb.ca

email: GoodShepherdTH@archtoronto.org website: goodshepherdth.archtoronto.org
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EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - MAR. 2, 2025

Mass Infentions™ ..

FOR THE WEEK €8

March 4" - March 8™
Tues. 8:30 a.m. — Connie Leung
Wed. 8:30 a.m. — Agnes Godden %
7:00 p.m. - Needs of our Parishioners
Thurs. Noon - Otilia Lee ¥
Fri. 8:30 a.m. - Helen D’Souza %
Sat. 4:30 p.m. — Andrea Park & Sylvia Kim ¢

S

Attendance at parish Lenten devotions is a
must.

READINGS FOR — March 9"
1 Reading: Deuter. 26.4-10
2" Reading: Romans 10.8-13
Gospel: Luke 4.1-13

Lent begins with Ash
#Ish Wednesday. Masses will be
//“-"4’?6’54‘"/ celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 7:00

p.m. with Ashes being distributed
at both Masses. This is a day of Fast and
Abstinence.

The Stations of the Cross
Every Friday evening at 7:00 p.m.
during Lent, join us as we follow
the path of Christ.

FIRST FRIDAY

@ March 7'

Mass will be at 8:30 a.m.
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
will start at the completion of Mass and continue
until noon when the Blessed Sacrament will be
reposed. A sign-up sheet is available in the
foyer if you can commit to a specific time.

CWL General Meeting
March 17, 2025
7:00 p.m.
Beginning with Mass at 7:00 p.m., our meeting
this month will be a Mini Retreat with a Lenten
theme: “The Stations of the Cross”. All ladies of
the Parish are welcome.

THE WORD THIS WEEK

“The tree can be told by
it’s fruit.”

We have many sayings about results being more
important than promises, such as “the proof of the
pudding is in the eating”. Today’s scripture readings
are all about this — the ways in which our words and
actions will reveal who we truly are. There is a
wonderful mosaic of poetic wisdom in the readings
this Sunday — images and parables and similes that
can sit in our heads and hearts, and make us think
about the sort of people we are, and the words we
use and the fruits we produce by them. And we
should pray that we will always produce good, sound
fruit, so that we may keep on working at the Lord’s
work always, and so share in Christ’s victory over
death itself.

There is an old saying: we cannot give to others
what we ourselves do not have. If we are blind, we
won'’t be able to show others the way. A person who
cannot see the ultimate good (God) won'’t be able to
share goodness with others. However, an honest
desire to guide others may be, for some, a point of
conversion. If we recognize shortcomings in the
world, in our peers and in ourselves, then this
recognition of the need of God may spur us on to
seek God more fully in our daily lives.

The Lord wants to free us of our burdens. We
repent, he forgives us and helps us change our ways.
What joy and freedom! Thus, with the psalmist, we
want to declare his “steadfast love in the morning,”

and his “faithfulness by night.”
The World Day of Prayer is

Werld
observed annually on the first

Friday in March. It is an

Pra\‘jer invitation for Christians to

pause and pray together

ecumenically. This recalls our Christian responsibility

to be sensitive to the signs of the times so that we

might bring a more authentically Christian dimension

to the concerns of our world, our country, our
community.

MARCH 7*
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Just imagine that this Lent is
ENT going to be different from

M"% every other Lent we've

experienced. Imagine that

there will be many graces
offered this year. Let’s even imagine that God
is going to transform our lives, with greater
freedom, greater joy, deeper desires for love
and service. There is really something coming
that we can truly look forward to. If we get too
focused on ourselves, and what we are going to
do or not do, we risk missing the gift God wants
to give us. This is about God’s great desire to
bless us. So let us prepare to receive what God
wants to give us.

@ MEN’S LENTEN
== RETREAT

& —
u n The Knights of Columbus
are pleased to invite all the

mE_—._ m-—=-—_& men of the parish to a

=3 ==lh== Men’s Lenten Retreat to
take place at St. Luke’s parish hall on Saturday,
March 15, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm. The
retreat will be led by Father Martin Hilbert from
the Toronto Oratory. There is no charge to
attend and a light lunch will be served at the end
of the retreat. If you are interested in attending,
please send an email to
council8340.info@gmail.com to confirm so
the organizers can ensure that there will be
enough food.

ABOUT FATHER MARTIN HILBERT
Father Martin Hilbert comes from the Toronto
Oratory. The Oratorians are a teaching order
within the Church who are faithful to the
teachings of the Church. Father Martin
regularly leads pilgrimages including numerous
World Youth Days. In addition to being a priest,
Father Martin is an engineer and a historian
who is knowledgeable on a wide variety of
topics. He is friendly and approachable and is
enthusiastic about leading us in the retreat. We
are very fortunate to have him!

I
]

Clocks are moved forward

The CWL are proud to announce the winners of the Mary
Matthews Public Speaking Contest. The First Place
Winner was Ethan Ho. The Second Place Winner was
Isabel Walles Morales and the Third Place Winner was
Yanna-Luisa Palaganas. Both Ethan and Isabel went on
to compete at the CWL Regional Level where Isabel
placed Second. Congratulations to our winners! We
would like to thank all the students from the Confirmation
class who competed in this contest.

Lenten Prayers and Devotions

e Begin each morning with the prayer: “Lord, | offer

you this day, and all that | think, and do and say.”

e Attend daily Mass often as possible.
e Pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.
e Make the Stations of the Cross at home or in

parish celebration.

e Read Scripture for 10 minutes every day.
e Pray the Seven Penitential Psalms (Psalms 6, 31,

50, 101, 129 and 142)

e Spend some time in quiet prayer before the

Blessed Sacrament.

e Abstain from meat for an extra

day or two each week.

e Listen to spiritual music or a

spiritual speaker. Keep a uu ARE
Lenten journal with your F[]R WEN
spiritual  insights, special

intentions, people you want to '

pray for, hurts and

disappointments that you want to offer up and
progress reports on your Lenten resolutions.

Try to follow these actions, if you do, the rest will fall into
place.

o TAX RECEIPTS
_ 2024 Tax receipts have been processed.
Please check your mailboxes. If you
~___ have not received your tax receipt,
- please contact the Parish Office and we

can assist you.

March 9"

one hour.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Catherine Ger 416.904.7949
<parishioner & decoratoer>

HUSKY

A'j L.'\NDSC.»\PING SERVICES inc.

416-494-8439

www.ldhgridngraphic.com
Design
Gifts  Wellness

sPartner of Change for Bc:ur‘ For Battar T 30

<Canada Not-for-Profit Corporatien>

KangenWater

_Dr.

f<~ ~\

\.u;

o

905-88

Dentistry
J' Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on Steeles/Hwy 404)

Taxes, Accounting &
Financial Planning
J. Liwanpo, C.A., CFP
www.liwanpo.com

207-2900 Steeles Ave. E.
905-881-6257

Ricky Leung

1-3434

REMEX

Atrium Home Realty Brokerage
Alana Papeo, Broker
CWL Past President
416-230-7127 apapeo@rogers.com

"A house is made with walls & beams; a home is
built with love & dreams" Ralph Waldo Emerson

REMI

w

ABARQUEZ GROUP INC.
TEL: 905-707-5545
FAX: 905-707-0756

www.abarquezgroup.com

A Company Specializing in:
Wealth Conservation Retirement Planning

Personal Insurance Planning Benefits Planning

"If you plan where you are going,
you will likely get there."

k4 ccsyr
\ Reaching out to all

Catholic Community S

CLIFFWOOD
PHARMACY

15% Seniors Discount
Where Applicable

FREE DELIVERY

ervices of York Region

@ Counselling
@ Autism Services
@ Employment Services

3885 Don Mills Road
416-494-3770

& Settlement Services

@ Asylum/Refugee Support
€ Community Engagement

God is love,

Find us in local li

welcome centres and online
©@OHmA: @ccsyrorg

-800-263-2075 | Fax: 905-770-7064
ccsyr.org | ccsyr@ccsyr.org

Phone: 905-770-7040 | Toll Free: 1

and he who abides in love
abides in God,
and God abides in him.

braries, schools,

* BATHROOM
* KITCHEN

* BASEMENT RENOVATIONS
* HANDYMAN SERVICES

416 455-1561

THEPERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

Experience Inspired
Senior Living

Book Your Tour Today!

TRI-VISTA >

Tree LVall
RENOVATIONS Inc, quégﬁ Cent?eyua
Quality Home Improvements | 4431 Stouffville Rd.
. (W. of McCowan)
Kitchens, Bathrooms, ~ |eevaliey.ca 905-640-2020
Basements & more
647-299-2896 or
905-479-4581

Domenic@trivistarenovations.com
Al Work Fully Guaranteeq!

(905) 738-0905

OUR

Ve =
JOURELMS
RETIREMENT RESIE‘ENCFG‘{

1500 Steeles Ave. W.,
Thornhill, ON L4J 4H6
FourElmsRetirement.com

Remember...

Let our advertisers know
you saw their ad here.

3921 Don Mills Rd
416-492-3323
www.FlowersOfThe Valley.ca

- ®
Active Green-Ross
COMPLETE TIRE & AUTO CENTRE

Free lifetime tire rotation (with tire purchase).
Free brake & shock inspections.
30day satisfaction guarantee

2900 Steeles Ave (at Don Mills) 905-882-6194

LCATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

&l
H In keeping with your Catholic faith
T‘ |T www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

Markham Chapel

by Arbor Memorial

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Highland Funeral Home

Because family matters!
905-887-8600

highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham
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