THE
CHURCH
OF THE
GOOD SHEPHERD

21 Simonston Blvd.
Thornhill, ON L3T 4R6
905-881-1534

Pastor
Rev. Anthony Iacobelli

Deacons: Michael Gennaro
James Shaughnessy

Celebration of The Eucharist
Saturday: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:30 am
Thursday: 12:00 noon
Eucharistic Adoration (First Friday - following the 8:30 am Mass and closing with
Solemn Benediction at 12:00 noon)

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday: 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Or by appointment.

Sacrament of Baptism
Second Sunday of the Month
By appointment only.

Sacrament of Marriage
By appointment only - Contact the pastor at least one year in advance.
An approved preparation course is mandatory.

Parish School
St. Michael Catholic Academy 905-889-4816
For more information on Catholic education in our community, or to reach your local school
board trustee, contact the Toronto Catholic District School Board
at 416-222-8282 or www.tcdsb.org
or the York Catholic District School Board 905-713-1211 or www.ycdsb.ca

email: GoodShepherdTH@archtoronto.org website: goodshepherdth.archtoronto.org
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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT - MAR. 9, 2025

| Mass Intentions™ ...

FOR THE WEEIK €3

March 11" - March 15™

Tues. 8:30 a.m. — Helen D’Souza

Wed. 8:30 a.m. — Connie Leung %

Thurs. Noon - Maria D’Angelo
Fri.8:30a.m.-

Sat. 4:30 p.m. — Dr. Andrew Frieri ¥

READINGS FOR - March 16"

1*'Reading: Genesis 15.5-12, 17-18 .
2" Reading: Philippians 3.17-4.1

Gospel: Luke 9.28b-36

The Stations of the Cross
Every Friday evening at 7:00
p.m. during Lent, join us as we
follow the path of Christ.

There is no better time
to reconnect with or
deepen one’s faith than
Lent. During this time,

ENT

we can draw closer to God through

prayer as we prepare for the joyous
celebration of Christ’s resurrection at
Easter. As much as we consider
something to abstain from during
Lent, we ought to consider what we
can commit to as well. What outside
actions can we take to better ignite the
flame of our faith within us?

CWL General Meeting
March 17, 2025
7:00 p.m.
Beglnnlng with Mass at 7:00 p.m., our meeting
this month will be a Mini Retreat W|th a Lenten
theme: “The Stations of the Cross”. All ladies of
the Parish are welcome.

THE WORD THIS WEEK

“Jesus answered ... “Do not put the

Lord God to the test.”
As with each First Sunday of Lent the Gospel tells of
Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness; as we begin the
journey of Lent, during which we will consider our
lives as members of the Church, we look to the ex-
ample of Jesus when it comes to dealing with
temptation. Choosing to follow God's path is the first
characteristic of the Christian: this is underlined in the
two other readings, which outline the two" creeds" or
statements of belief - one of Israel and one of the
Christian. Both of them emphasize "believing in the
heart and confessing with the lips": both creeds
underline the Salvation that God has achieved - for
Israel it was freedom from Egypt, for the Christian

freedom from death in Jesus.

With this example given us by Christ no Christian can
or should expect to travel the road to heaven without
meeting obstacles and temptations. Our weak human
nature is of itself, even without any external tempter,
a source of many temptations to us, especially of
those three illustrated in the case of Christ. Our body
desires all the pleasures and comforts that can be got
out of life and resents any curtailment of these
desires even on the part of our Creator and
Benefactor. Our gifts of intelligence and free-will often
tempt most of us to look for power, political or
economic, over our fellowmen. We want to be better
off than others in this world, when our purpose in life
is to help ourselves and our fellowmen to the better
life. We are occupied in the mad rush after pleasure
and power that we have no time to devote to the one
thing that matters, the attainment of eternal life.

As we continue our Lenten journey, may we be
strengthened to follow in the footsteps of the One
who unflinchingly stood up to evil and ultimately
triumphed overit. Let us thank God for the chance to
do a reset, to realize that al is gift and the God’s gifts
are to be used in the service of God and others.

March 9"
Clocks are moved forward
one hour.
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= MEN’S LENTEN
RETREAT

The Knights of Columbus
are pleased to invite all the
men of the parish to a
Men’s Lenten Retreat to
take place at St. Luke’s
parish hall on Saturday, March 15, from 9:00
a.m. to 1:00 pm. The retreat will be led by
Father Martin Hilbert from the Toronto Oratory.
There is no charge to attend and a light lunch
will be served at the end of the retreat. If you
are interested in attending, please send an
email to council8340.info@gmail.com to
confirm so the organizers can ensure that there
will be enough food.

ABOUT FATHER MARTIN HILBERT
Father Martin Hilbert comes from the Toronto
Oratory. The Oratorians are a teaching order
within the Church who are faithful to the
teachings of the Church. Father Martin
regularly leads pilgrimages including numerous
World Youth Days. In addition to being a priest,
Father Martin is an engineer and a historian
who is knowledgeable on a wide variety of
topics. He is friendly and approachable and is
enthusiastic about leading us in the retreat. We
are very fortunate to have him!

O innets!

The CWL are proud to announce the winners of the
Mary Matthews Public Speaking Contest. The First
Place Winner was Ethan Ho. The Second Place
Winner was Isabel Walles Morales and the Third
Place Winner was Yanna-Luisa Palaganas. Both
Ethan and Isabel went on to compete at the CWL
Regional Level where Isabel placed Second.
Congratulations to our winners! We would like to
thank all the students from the Confirmation class
who competed in this contest.

. ~ TAXRECEIPTS
! 2024 Tax receipts have been processed.
Please check your mailboxes. If you have not
received your tax receipt, please contact the
- Parish Office and we can assist you.

Lenten Prayers and Devotions

e Begin each morning with the prayer: “Lord, |
offer you this day, and all that | think, and do
and say.”

e Attend daily Mass often as possible.

e Pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary.

e Make the Stations of the Cross at home or in
parish celebration.

e Read Scripture for 10 minutes every day.

e Pray the Seven Penitential Psalms (Psalms 6,
31, 50, 101, 129 and 142)

e Spend some time in quiet prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament.

e Abstain from meat for an
extra day or two each week.

Listen to spiritual music or

a spiritual speaker. Keep a
Lenten journal with your uu ARE

spiritual insights, special F[]R IVEN

intentions, people you want
to pray for, hurts and '
disappointments that you
want to offer up and progress reports on your
Lenten resolutions.

Try to follow these actions, if you do, the rest will fall

into place.

Ministry with Maturing Adults
Inviting Men and Women (50+)
Thursday, March 20™ at 10:00 am

Via Zoom

Topic: Finding God in SILENCE
Please email vathaide@rogers.com ASAP to register
and get the Zoom link.

MARCH 15 & 16
The CWL invite all to join them after

AfTe'l" each Mass for some light refreshments
in the parish hall. A wonderful time to

Wiapaki be in community, unite and welcome
QESAIR new parishioners.

lowsni

COLLECTION
March 22" & 23"
Your donations will help
brighten up the church!
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3171 LENWORTH DR. #4 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Catherine Ger 416.904.7949
<parishioner & decoratoer>

Liturgical Publications
o) | \
o HUSKY

LANDSCAPING SERVICES inc.

416-494-8439

www.[td]]ingrldng@mﬂnnc.mm

Design  KangenWater
Gifts Wellness

*Partner of Change for Better 1 For Bettar I3 R

<Canada Not-for-Profit Corporatien>

AN o Dr. Ricky Leung
, -~ Dentistry
J' Trust us with your smile

2900 Steeles Ave. E. Suite 201
(2nd Floor Shops on Steeles/Hwy 404)

905-881-3434

/

Taxes, Accounting &
Financial Planning
J. Liwanpo, C.A., CFP
www.liwanpo.com
207-2900 Steeles Ave. E.
905-881-6257

REMEX

Atrium Home Realty Brokerage
Alana Papeo, Broker
CWL Past President
416-230-7127 apapeo@rogers.com

"A house is made with walls & beams; a home is
built with love & dreams" Ralph Waldo Emerson

REMI

w

k4 ccsyr
\ Reaching out to all

Catholic Community Services of York Region

@ Counselling & Settlement Services

ABARQUEZ GROUP INC.
TEL: 905-707-5545
FAX: 905-707-0756

www.abarquezgroup.com

@ Autism Services
@ Employment Services

@ Asylum/Refugee Support
€ Community Engagement

Find us in local libraries, schools,
welcome centres and online
©@OHmA: @ccsyrorg
Phone: 905-770-7040 | Toll Free: 1-800-263-2075 | Fax: 905-770-7064

CLIFFWOOD
PHARMACY

15% Seniors Discount
Where Applicable
FREE DELIVERY
3885 Don Mills Road
416-494-3770

God is love,

and he who abides in love
abides in God,

ccsyrorg | ccsyracesyrorg and God abides in him.
A Company Specializing in:
Wealth Conservation Retirement Planning TRI-VISTA @
Personal Insurance Planning Benefits Planning RENOVATIONS I Tree Il Valley
NC.|Garden Centre Lid
'If you plan where you are going, Quality Home Improvements %]osfﬁﬂféﬂf},ﬁf'
you wil likely get there." Kitchens, Bathrooms, | eevalley.ca 905-640-2020
= \ Basements & more
INSIDART 647-299-2896 o
 BATHROOM 905-479-4581
ol LN s Domenic@trivistarenovations.com
416-455-1561 - HANDYMAN SERVICES / Al Work Fully Guaranteeq!
Shopping
THE PERFECT SPOT Locally Remember...
Saves Gas

TO ADVERTISE vour BUSINESS!

you saw their a

Let our advertisers know

d here.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422

3921 Don Mills Rd
416-492-3323
www.FlowersOfThe Valley.ca

COMPLETE TIRE & AUTO CENTRE
Free lifetime tire rotation (with tire purchase).
Free brake & shock inspections.
30day satisfaction guarantee

2900 Steeles Ave (at Don Mills) 905-882-6194

LCATHOLIC CEMETERIES

FUNERAL SERVICES

d

i

In keeping with your Catholic faith
www.catholic-cemeteries.com

Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home
905-889-7467

A\ Highland Funeral
Markham Chapel

by Arbor Memorial

Arbor Memorial Inc.

Home

Because family matters!
905-887-8600

highlandfuneralhome.ca/markham

49





